
Henry led a mis-spent youth:  

‘The courses of his youth 
promised it not’ 

‘His wildness’

Henry gave an audience to the 
French Ambassador:  

‘Now we are well prepared to 
know the pleasure/Of our fair 
cousin Dauphin’

Canterbury and Eli discuss a 
law which will make them 
surrender church possessions: 

‘...that self bill is urged’

Henry has changed since his 
father died and he took the 
throne:  

‘Consideration like an angel 
came/ And whipped 
th’offending Adam out of him’

The king asks his nobles 
whether he has any claim to 
France: 

‘May I with right and 
conscience make this claim?’

Henry is persuaded to go to 
war by his nobles: 

‘Your brother kings and 
monarchs of the earth/ Do all 
expect that you should rouse 
yourself/ As did the former 
lions of your blood.’

Henry is mocked by the 
Dauphin: 

King: ‘What treasure, uncle?’ 

Exeter: ‘Tennis balls, my liege.’ 

Henry resolves to go to France 
and make the French pay for 
their insolence: 

‘When we have matched our 
rackets to these balls/ We will 
in France, by God’s grace, play 
a set/ Shall strike his father’s 
crown into the hazard.’

The Ambassador is sent away 
to warn the French: 

‘For we have no thought in us 
but France.’
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